            Excerpts - Pages 23-24-25:

             UMPIRE ASSIGNMENT

                              HEAD UMPIRE
  Pre-Meet Responsibilities:     
  1.   Arrive 1 hour prior to the first track event.
2. Confer with Meet Management to receive schedule of events, list of assigned umpires, 

      information on markings allowed for relay zones.
3. Secure the necessary equipment for the umpires: clipboards, running  infraction forms, 

      yellow and white flags, diagrams for positioning
Meet Responsibilities:                       
1. Supervise the positioning of the umpire team for each race and establish the procedure 

      for reporting infractions.
2. Monitor the distribution of marking materials for the exchange zones y the umpires. 

(tape, chalk, half tennis balls, etc.).


INDIVIDUAL UMPIRES
   3.   Any umpire observing an infraction shall
  a.   Raise a yellow flag to indicate a possible violation 
  b.   Raise a white flag if no infraction is observed.
c. Write down the infraction, record the competitor’s number, lane, school, and rule 

      infraction, and report to the head umpire.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   4.   When a yellow flag is raised to indicate an infraction, the umpire should remain in their 

         location and wait for the Head Umpire to arrive to obtain the report.

4. Relay races that are run in lanes (i.e. 4 x 100, 4 x 200) are governed by the following 

      rules:
    a.  Teammates shall occupy the same lane during exchanges. 
    b.  Team members shall carry the baton by hand and it can not be thrown.

      Dropped Baton Situations:
1. When the baton is dropped, it must be retrieved without interfering with athletes in 

    other exchange zones.
       2.   When the baton is dropped in the exchange zone; either relay member may pick it up.   

TIPS:  In an effort to prevent confusion and ill feelings, it is good procedure to avoid 


     discussing any reported infraction with coaches, athletes, or spectators until  


     after a decision is finalized.














TIPS:  1.  In judging the passing of the baton within the 22m.  exchange zone, Umpires must


                 focus on the baton, NOT the position of the athlete.  


When 2 umpires are assigned to an exchange zone, the umpires have the option of 


      observing 


                      a.  4 lanes of teams in and out of exchanges 


                OR  b.  observing all lanes for in or out of exchanges.  They will be stationed either at 


                           the start of the zone, or at the end of the exchange zone.


       











Suggestions for Using Diagrams on Pgs. 26 to 31:


**  Head Umpire can provide copies of the umpire diagrams for instruction and/or 


      communication with the team of officials.


**  Head Umpire has the option of assigning numbers to each umpire that will be 


       used for all races.














