
        PREVENTATIVE OFFICIATING

Communication is the key to preventative officiating.  Being proactive will help reduce the potential of disqualification.  An official’s responsibility is to help ensure that each competitor has a fair and equal opportunity to perform.  Officials cannot assume that all competitors have been properly instructed in all the rules of track and field.   
     Some examples of key officials that can promote preventative officiating through communication:
     1.   Clerk—The single most important official in preventative officiating.  Example 

          include:
               a.  Check for proper uniform attire.  Especially in relays.
               b.  Check for jewelry rule violations.
               c.  Work with field event personnel in allowing athletes to compete in 

                    multiple events.

               …..


     …..

     2.   Starter
               a.   Explain the commands to be used.
               b.   Let them know that the gun will not fire until all competitors are motionless.

               …..
     3.   Umpires
               a.   Warn an athlete on a curve if they are close to stepping on an inside lane line or 

                     if they take just one step on the inside lane line.  Let them know.  “Stay on the 

                     track.”  “Stay off the line.”

               ……

               ……
4. Field Event Judges
         a.   Check for uniform and jewelry rule violations prior to starting the competition.
               b.   Take the time to communicate event rules with the competitors.  Especially 

                     what constitutes a foul or failed attempt.  For example, let the throwers know
                     that they must leave from the back half of the ring.


   …..

               …..

               …..

               …..

Plus More for each official listed…………………..
It is imperative that all rules and procedures are enforced in dual meets as they are in large meets.  
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